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65. And ar-Rajm (stoning to death) [which is true and correct] is the rightful due of the 
one who has fortified [himself/herself] with marriage] and commits Zina (illegal 
sexual intercourse), either when he/she confesses [to this act] or when the evidence 
is established against him/her. 
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66. The Messenger of Allaah (M) stoned to death and the Rightly Guided Leaders (4/ 
too, stoned to death 1 . 


S' JjJS; A^aJuj jf jJL j <uit a iil — 41l .67 


67. And whoever Intaqasa (disparages and degrades) a single one of the Ashaabu 
Rasooli-Ilah [Companions of the Messenger of Allaah (m)] or Abghada (dislikes) 
him on account of something that occurred from him, or mentions his MasaawVa 
(shortcomings), then he is and Mubtadi ’ (innovator) 2 . 


1 In the manuscript of Shaykh al-Albaanee, and [likewise] the Rightly Guided Leaders...” 

2 Ibnul-Qayyim says in his book Haadiul-Arwaah ilaa Bilaadit-Afraah, “And we shall quote their consensus 
(i.e., that of the Salaf) just as Harb, the companion of Imaam Ahmad, has quoted from them in his own 
wording in his well known al-Masaa’il. He said, ‘This is the madhhab of the People of Knowledge, the 
Ashaabul-Athar (People of the Narrations), Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’als, those who stick fast to it (Ahlus- 
Sunnah) and who seek to guide themselves by (them i.e., the Ahlus-Sunnah) from among those in the 
presence of the Messenger of Allaah ($|) up until this day of ours. And I met whomever I met from among 
the Scholars of the people of the Hijaaz and Shaam and others besides them. Whoever differs with and 
opposes a single matter from the madhaab (of these People of Knowledge) or contests and defames them or 
criticises the one who speaks (by what they speak with), then he is an opposer (mukhaalif), an innovator 
(mubtadi’) and one who has left the Jamaa’ah, who has ceased to be upon the manhaj of the Sunnah and the 
Path of Truth. 

And this (i.e., the path of the People of Knowledge) is the madhhab of Ahmad, Ishaaq ibn lbraaheem 
‘Abdullaah ibn Zubair al-Humaidee, Sa’eed ibn Mansoor and others besides them amongst those with 
whom we have sat and taken knowledge from ...‘ And then he lists the points of their ‘aqeedah, amongst 
them, ‘... And the mentioning of the good qualities and deeds of the Companions of the Messenger of 
Allaah (#|) and refraining from mentioning their shortcomings and mistakes, those which occurred between 
them. Whoever reviles the Companions of the Messenger of Allaah (S) or a single one amongst them, or 
reduces (their worth and status) or insults them or exposes their faults or criticises a single one amongst 
them, then he is an innovator, an extreme shi’ite (raafidee), a khabeeth (vile and repugnant) and an opposer, 
and Allaah (is) will not accept from him any of his efforts nor his fair dealings. Rather loving them is a 
sunnah supplicating for them is nearness [to Allaah (is)], taking them as a model for guidance is a means 
[of nearness to Allaah (is)] and accepting and taking from their narrations is an excellence.’” Ibn al- 
Qayyim referred here to Harb ibn Ismaa’eel al-Kimaanee (one of the companions of Imaam Ahmad) who 
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68. [He remains as such] until he asks for Allaah’s mercy (Rahmah) for them, all of them 
and [until] his heart is Saleent (sincere and free of evil) towards them. 
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69. And An-Nifaaq (hypocrisy) - it is al-Kufr (disbelief): that a person disbelieves in 
Allaah (H) and worships other than Him [inwardly], [but] he manifests Islaam 
openly, like the Munaafiqoon (hypocrites) in the time of the Messenger of Allaah 

m- ' 
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70. And his saying, “In whomsoever there are three [characteristics] he is a hypocrite...” 
is at-Taghleedh (intensification) [in expression] 4 . We report it as it has come and we 
do not explain it. 


summarised the creed of the Ahlus-Sunnah This creed is contained in the book, Masaa’il Harb ibn 
Ismaa’eel al-Kirmaanee ‘anil-lmaan Ahmad, regarding which adh-Dhahabee (d. 748H) said, “It is one of 
the most precious of the books of the Hanaabilah” 

3 Reported by Bukhaaree, nos. 33, 2682, 2749 and 6095, Muslim, no. 59, at-Tirmidhee, no. 2631, an- 
Nisaa’ee, 8/1 17, Ahmad in his Musnad, 2/ 397 and 536, Ibn Hibbaan in his Saheeh, no. 257, Bayhaqee in 
his Sunnan, 6/288 and Baghawee in his Sharhus-Sunnah, no. 35, from Aboo Hurairah (4&). 

Al-Haafidh Ibn Hajr (d. 85 1H) said in Al-Fath, 1/90-91, “And an-Nawawee said, ‘A group from among the 
scholars have considered this to be a problematic hadeeth in that these characteristics can be found, 
together, in a Muslim, but without there being a ruling of disbelief over him.’ He said, ‘And there is no 
ambiguity in it, rather its meaning is correct. That which has been said by those who have examined the 
hadeeth is: its meaning is that these are the characteristics of hypocrisy, and the one who possesses them 
resembles the Hypocrites with respect to these characteristics, being moulded and shaped by their 
characteristics.” 

I say: the result of this explanation is that it conveys the naming (of a person with a hypocrite) as being 
metaphorical. That is, the one possessing these characteristics is like the hypocrite. And this is built on the 
assumption that the intent behind hypocrisy here is the hypocrisy of disbelief. It has also been said as an 
answer to this that the intent behind hypocrisy mentioned here is the hypocrisy in action, and this is what 
Qurtubee has chosen and preferred. He has used as evidence the saying of ‘Umar (4») to Hudhaifah (4 b), 
‘Do you know of anything from hypocrisy in me?’ Here, he did not mean the hypocrisy of disbelief, but he 
meant the hypocrisy in action. 


http://www.islamiconlineuniversity.com 


4 


© Islamic Online University 


Explanation of the Foundations of the Sunnah 


olSj Ojja. i *i*> Li? I jUsS” Ijjct y 


And [likewise] his ( 0 ) saying. “Do not become disbelievers after me, [astray] 5 , striking 
the necks of each other” 6 . 


.jUll (j J JjlaJli li] 


And, “When two Muslims meet with their swords then [both] the killer and the killed 

7 

are in the Fire” . 




g 

And, “Cursing a Muslim is wickedness and fighting against him is disbelief’ . 


4 Ahmad Sad Hamdaan said in his footnotes to Usoolul-I’tiqaad, 1/162- 163, “This is one of the opinions 
with respect to the likes of these narrations and Aboo ‘Ubaid has mentioned four opinions in explanation of 
the disbelief (kufr) reported in the narrations following this one, and they are: 

1. That the disbelief is disbelief in (Allaah’s) favour (that is lack of gratefulness to Him). 

2. That it is an intensification in expression and to instill fear, and this is the opinion that Imaam 
Ahmad has mentioned here. 

3. That this is in reference to the disbelief of the people who turn apostate. 

4. Rejection of all these narrations 

And he (Aboo ‘Ubaid) rejected the three explanations, not being satisfied with them and instead chose (the 
following), ‘That disobedience and sin do not cause faith to cease and nor do they necessitate disbelief, but 
rather they just negate the (presence) of true and real faith and sincerity in that faith.’ Then he said in 
another place, ‘Indeed, they are mentioned in the sense that these actions are from among the manners and 
ways that the disbelievers and pagans are upon.’ As for the explanation of these narrations then it has been 
reported from a group of the Salaf such as Ibn ‘Abbaas (4s>) Taawoos, ‘Ataa, Ibn ‘Uyainah and others. 
Refer to Kitaabul-Eemaan of Aboo ‘Ubaid, pp. 87 and 93 and also Sunan at-Tirmidhee, 5/20-21.” 

5 What appears in the brackets is not in Usoolul-I’tiqaad or the manuscript of Shaykh al-Alhaanee. 

6 Reported from Jareer ibn ‘Abdullaah (4s) by Bukhaaree, nos. 121, 4405, 6869 and 7080, Muslim, no. 65, 
an-Nasaa’ee in the Book of Knowledge of his Sunan, Ibn Maajah, no. 3942 and Ahmad in his Musnad, 
3/358, 363 and 366. It has also been reported from Ibn ‘Umar (4s>) by Bukhaaree, nos. 4403, 6785, 6166, 
7077 and 6868, Muslim, no. 66, Aboo Daawood, no. 4686, an-Nasaa’ee, 7/126, Ahmad in his Musnad, 
2/87 and 104 and Ibn Hibban in Ath-Thiqaat, 6/81. 

7 This has been reported from Aboo Bakrah (4») from Bukhaaree, nos. 31, 6875 and 8083, Muslim, no. 
2888, Aboo Daawood, nos. 4268-4269, an-Nasaa’ee, 7/124-125, Ibn Maajah, no. 3965, Ahmad in his 
Musnad, 5/43, 46, 47 and 51 and Bayhaqee, 8/190. It has also been reported from Aboo Moosaa (4s.) and 
Anas ibn Maalik (4s-), see Ibn Maajah, nos. 3963-3964, with our checking. 

8 Reported by Bukhaaree, nos. 48, 6044 and 7076, Muslim, no. 64, at-Tirmidhee, nos. 1983, 2634 and 
2635, an-Nasaa’ee in his Sunan al-Kubraa in Kitaabul-Muhaarabah, Chapter 33: ‘Fighting a Muslim,’ and 
also in his Mujtabaa, 7/122, Ibn Maajah, nos. 69 and 3939, Ahmad in his Musnad, 1/385, 411, 417, 433, 
439, 446, 454, 455 and 460 and at-Tayaaleesee in his Musnad, nos. 248 and 258. It has also been reported 
from Aboo Hurairah (4s.) in Ibn Maajah, no. 3940 and its chain of narration is authentic due to support 
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And, “Whoever says to his brother, ‘O Disbeliever,’ then it returns back to one of 
them” 9 . 


. d \ j 


J br 4 ^ 


And, “It is disbelief in Allaah (Si), the one who denies his kinship, even if [he thinks] it 
is insignificant (i.e. remote)” 10 . 


jjj \j? sJjs j 


And other ahaadeeth such as these, among those that have been authenticated and 
preserved. 


cbj $ V 1 oSjb j d 2 kb j ^ tj ,. 4 j b ^ bid .71 
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71. We submit to it, even if we do not know its explanation. We do not talk about it. 
We do not argue about it. And we do not explain these ahaadeeth except with the 
like of what they [the ahaadeeth] have come with [i.e. similar Hadeeth which clarify 
these]. We do not reject them except with that which has more right [to be followed] 
than these 11 . 


(Saheeh lighairihi). It has also been reported from Sa’d (4&) by an-Nasaa’ee in his Sunan al-Kubraa, in 
Kitaabul-Muhaarabah as occurs in At-Tuhfah, 3/314, Ibn Maajah, no. 3941 and Bukhaaree in At-Taareekh 
al-Kabeer, 1/1/88-89. And its chain of narration is authentic due to support (saheeh lighairihi). 

9 Reported from Ibn ‘Umar (4s) by Bukhaaree, no. 6104, Muslim, no. Ill, at-Tirmidhee, no. 2637, Ahmad 
in his Musnad, 2/18, 44, 47, 60, 112, 113 and 142, Maalik in his Muwatta’ in Kitaabus-Salaam, no. 1, 2/ 
984. 

10 Reported from ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Amr (4s) Ibn Maajah, no. 2744, Ahmad in his Musnad, 92/215 and at- 
Tabaraanee in As-Sagheer, 1072 and its chain of narration is hasan. It has also been reported from Aboo 
Bakr (4s) by ad-Daarimee, no. 2863, Marwazee in Musnad Abee Bakr, no. 90, and al-Bazzaar. However its 
chain of narration is very weak due to as-Sariyy ibn Ismaa’eel, who is matrookul-Hadeeth (someone whose 
narrations are abandoned/rejected) as occurs in At-Taqreeb, 1/285, Al-Kaashif, 1/276 and Al-Majrooheen, 
1/355. 

11 In Usoolul-I’tiqaad, 1/164, ‘... even if its explanation is not known. It is not to he talked about, nor 
argued about and nor are these ahaadeeth to be explained except in the manner in which they have come. 
We do not reject them except with the truth (found in) them.’ And in the manuscript of Shaykh al 
Albaanee, 1 ... even if we do not know its explanation. We do not talk about it. We do not argue about it. 
And we do not explain these ahaadeeth except in the manner in which they have come. We do not reject 
them except with the most-deserving amongst them.’ 
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